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Quote of the Day: Increasing Student
Engagement with Textbooks and Common Readers

Brandy Smith, Ph.D.
Academic Success Center

Explanation of Need

Instructor Observations

Readings & References

Considerations for Adoption

Ensuring that students not only complete
assigned readings, but also actively
engage with the readings, is a common
challenge faced by faculty. Research
indicates that approximately only onethird to one-half of students complete
assigned readings for any given day
(Hatteberg & Steffy, 2013; Hoeft, 2012;
Burchfield & Sappington, 2000).

• A majority of students came to class
having their books available, with
some highlighting and/or tabbing of
quotations, and prepared to discuss.
• The quote of the day was also an
opportunity to address appropriate
citations in multiple formats (APA,
MLA, etc.) and practice speaking in
front of a group.

Brost, B. D. & Bradley, K. A. (2006).
Student compliance with assigned
reading: A case study. Journal of
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning,
6(2), 101-111.

Important distinctions may impact adoption
of the Quote of the Day practice:

“Quote of the Day” Activity

Student Feedback

• Introduction occurred on second class
meeting of the semester when
instructor wrote her favorite quote from
the assigned readings on the board
and described the semester activity.

An anonymous survey of students
indicated that 91% agreed or highly
agreed that the Quote of the Day activity
increased their chances of reading the
assigned readings.

• A random drawing of a student’s name
was held at beginning of each class.

• Student selected would (1) write and
cite a quote from the assigned
readings and (2) be prepared to
describe why that quote resonated
with him/her.
• The instructor prompted the quote to
be discussed at a random time during
the class, when it most appropriately
fit with the curriculum.
• Preparation and participation for this
activity contributed to the
“Professionalism” portion of the class
grade.

THE QUOTE OF THE DAY INCREASED MY ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE TEXTBOOK AND/OR COMMON READER.
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Burchfield, C. M. & Sappington, J.
(2000). Compliance with required
reading assignments. Teaching of
Psychology, 27(1), 58 – 60.

• Level of the course – Students in
advanced classes are more likely to read
than students in introductory courses,
therefore a larger impact may be seen in
introductory courses (Burchfield &
Sappington, 2000).

Hatteberg, S. J. & Steffy, K. (2013).
Increasing reading compliance of
undergraduates: An evaluation of
compliance methods. Teaching
Sociology, 41(4), 346-352.

• Subject of the course – Some courses
may be more amenable to applications of
the Quote of the Day than others. For
example, first-year seminars, literature,
and history may easily adopt this type of
exercise, while the STEM fields may shy
away from the practice.

Hoeft, M. E. (2012). Why university
students don’t read: What professors can
do to increase compliance. International
Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching
and Learning, 6(12), Article 12.

• Means of introduction – A clear and
thorough introduction of the activity to the
class at the beginning of the semester is
beneficial (Hatteberg & Steffy, 2013).
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“It forces you to read the book and gives you a deeper
insight on what the reading is about.”
“The quotes give me a little bit of motivation and
inspiration every day.”
“I liked hearing the reasonings of why people chose a
quote from the lesson.”
“It forces you to read.”
“It made me think more about the readings and think
[of] the bigger message of the day’s topic.”

• Class size – Depending upon the number
of students in the class, different
numbers of students can be drawn for
each class meeting.

• Mid-semester – Potential drop-off levels
during the middle of the semester can be
addressed by returning names to the
drawing pool, maintaining incentive for
preparation.

